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non-violent resistance when it is mixed with, or allies itself
to, violence.

Let me therefore reiterate what I have said so often.
The best preparation for, and even the expression of, non-
violence lies in the determined pursuit of the constructive
programme. Anyone who believes that without the back-
ing of the constructive programme he will show non-violent
strength when the testing time comes will fail miserably.
It will be, like the attempt of a starving unarmed man to
match his physical strength against a fully fed and pano-
plied soldier, foredoomed to failure. He who has no belief
in the constructive programme has, in my opinion, no con-
crete feeling for the starved millions. He who is devoid of
that feeling cannot fight non-violently. In actual practice
the expansion of my non-violence has kept exact pace with
that of my identification with starved humanity. I am still
far from the non-violence of my conception, for am I not
still far away from the identification of my conception
with dumb humanity?

On the train to Wardha, 5-4-'42
Harijan, 12-4-1942

161

TO EVERY BRITON

When I had just begun my public career in South
Africa I wrote "An Open Letter to Every Briton in South
Africa". It had its effect. I feel that I should repeat the
example at this critical juncture in the history of the world.
This time my appeal must be to every Briton in the world.
He may be nobody in the counsels of his nation. But in the
empire of non-violence every true thought counts, every
true voice has its full value. Vox populi vox dei is not a copy-
book maxim. It is an expression of the solid experience of
mankind. But it has one qualification. Its truth is confined
to the field of non-violence. Violence can for the moment
completely frustrate a people's voice. But since I work on
the field of non-violence only, every true thought expressed
or unexpressed counts for me.